Book Club Discussion Questions

An Unholy Communion
Book 3 The Monastery Murders
Wales is often referred to as a land where “the veil is thin”. How do you think the Welsh
landscape as encountered by Father Anthony’s pilgrims contributes to this feeling?
Do the events of Welsh history recounted by Father Anthony bear out this tradition?
Have you visited Wales? If so, did you experience a sense of “otherworldliness” there? If so,
share your experiences.
All of the paranormal experiences confronting the pilgrims are based on confrontations reported
by priests working in deliverance and exorcism. Does knowing that make the events more or less
disturbing in the novel for you?
What do you think about paranormal happenings? Do you believe, as Shakespeare says, “There
are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in your philosophy”?
Have you ever had an experience you would consider paranormal? If so, how did it later make
you feel about “everyday” life?
Or, have you ever known anyone who told of a paranormal experience of their own? If so, how
did you react to it?
Most, but not all, of the abnormal phenomena encountered by the pilgrims in this book can have
possible human explanations which are offered, but usually not propounded by members of the
group. Do you like the idea of having rational explanations held out as a choice for those, like
Inspector Nosterfield, who reject any idea of the extra-sensory?
The novel walks a somewhat fine line between the rational and the paranormal. Does this work
for you?
At the beginning of the story Felicity has little belief in the reality of evil. How do you think her
experiences on the pilgrimage changed her?
In this book the approach to handling evil is distinctly Christian. How do you feel about that?
What do you think that the fact that every dioceses in the Church of England has a Deliverance
Minister on staff has to say about the frequency of such paranormal activity?

